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PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To supply ink without 
interrupting the work by filling an ink storage means 
with ink from an ink supply means when information 
required for image formation is being processed. 

SOLUTION: When an image forming/image data is 
inputted under stand-by state of a printer, ink supply 
is started during development of the image data. At that 
time, an on/off lever 17 encloses a subtank 15 and a 
pump I40 rotates in the direction of an arrow (a) to 
reduce the pressure of a butter 113. An ink 6 in a 
cartridge 3 is passed through a needle 8, a tube 41 and 
a one-way valve 10 into the butter 113 thence passed 
through a tube 42. The subtank 15 is filled with ink and 
when some level is reached, the ink is passed through a 
tube 45 and a needle 7 and returned back to the 
cartridge 3 and the subtank 15 is released to the 
atmosphere by means of the on/off lever 17 upon 
finishing the operation. When development of image data 
is ended during ink supply, ink supply is also ended. 
Image formation is then started and when it is ended 
subsequently, ink supply is started to supply ink for a 
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